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CONFIDENTIAL HAVANA 0225 
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SUBJECT: VISIT OF MELO ANTUNES 

REF: LISBON 430 

1 . MAJOR ERNESTO MELO ANTUNES RECEIVED HIGH-LEVEL TREATMENT 
DURING HIS JANUARY 14 THROUGH 19 HAVANA VISIT. MELO WAS RECEIVED 
INTER ALIA BY FIDEL CASTRO, CHIEF OF GENERAL STAFF SENEN CASES, 

MINISTER OF FOREIGN RELATIONS MALMIERCA, MINISTER OF FOREIGN TRADE 
FERNANDEZ FONT, AND MINISTER OF PUBLIC HEALTH GUTIERREZ MUNIZ. 

(FYI CUBANS CONTINUE TO BE HIGHLY INTERESTED IN PORTUGUESE POLITICAL 
EVOLUTION AND HAVE MENTIONED RECENT CARCUCCI APPOINTMENT TO US AS 
EVIDENCE OF HIGH DEGREE OF INVOLVEMENT OF US IN PORTUGUESE 
POLITICS END FYI.) 

2. PORTUGUESE EMBASSY HAS ONLY FRAGMENTARY INFORMATION ON CONTENT 
OF MELO ANTUNES CONVERSATIONS. EMBASSY STAFF MEMBERS BELIEVE THAT 
MELO ANTUNES RAISED WITH CUBANS LISBONS'S DESIRE TO IMPROVE ECONOMIC 
RELATIONS WITH ANGOLA AND MOZAMBIQUE, AND TO SECURE PERMISSION FOR 
RETURN OF SOME PORTUGUESE FORMER COLONS TO THESE COUNTRIES. NO 
INFORMATION IS AVAILABLE ON CUBAN RESPONSE. 
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EM PORTUGUESE EMBASSY FIRST SECRETARY POINTS OUT THAT, WHILE MELO 
ANTUNES WAS INVITED BY CUBA BY BLAS ROCA, PRESIDENT OF THE QUASI- 
LEGISLATIVE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF PODER POPULAR AND FORMER TITULAR 
HEAD OF MOSCOW-LINING PSP COMMUNIST PARTY, THERE ARE NO INDICATIONS 
THAT MELO ANTUNES HAS ABANDONED HIS ANTI-STALINIST (THAT IS, ANTI- 
CUNHAL) STANCE. PORTUGUESE EMBASSY BELIEVES THAT MELO ANTUNES VISIT 
WAS SANCTIONED BY SOARES AND THAT ABSENCE OF CONCERN IN LISBON FOR 
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REACTION BY CENTER RIGHT FORCES IN PORTUGAL TO MELO ANTUNES VISIT 
REFLECTED BOTH SOARES' OWN CABINET MANEUVERINGS AND MELO ANTUNES' 
INCREASINGLY APOLITICAL ROLE. ACCORDING TO PORTUGUESE HERE, MELO 
ANTUNES HAS NO FURTHER MINISTERIAL AMBITIONS AND IS DEDICATING 
HIMSELF TO INTELLECTUAL PURSUIT OF STUDYING THIRD WORLD POLITICAL 
DYNAMICS - A SUBJECT HE WISHED TO DISCUSS WITH CUBANS, WITH PARTICU- 
LAR EMPHASIS ON AFRICA. 

4. MELO ANTUNES WAS OBSERVED BY USINT PERSONNEL AT TROPICANA 
NIGHT CLUB, JANUARY 18, IN COMPANY WITH PORTUGUESE-SPEAKING CUBAN 
BORDER GUARD CHIEF PEDRO RODRIGUEZ PERALTA (THE FORMER GUINEA- 
BISSAU GUERRILLA CAPTURED AND HELD FOR FIVE YEARS BY PIDE) AND FIRST 
SECRETARY OF CUBAN CP IN ISLE OF PINES ARTURO LINCE. (FYI SOME 

TWO THOUSAND ANGOLAN AND MOZAMBIQUE STUDENTS ARE LOCATED ON ISLE OF 
PINES END FYI.) RODRIGUEZ PERALTA AND LINCE SPENT MOST OF EVENING 
TALKING TO PORTUGUESE AMBASSADOR PALMA CARLOS (RODRIGUEZ PERALTA'S 
LISBON DEFENSE LAWYER) WHILE MELO ANTUNES CONCENTRATED ON SHOW. 

5. ANY FURTHER EMBASSY LISBON INFORMATION ON AFRICAN ASPECTS OF 
TALKS WOULD BE APPRECIATED. 

GLASSMAN 
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